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only to sell more books. Th erefore, her arguments on this issue really have 
no merit.

 5. What the farmer sows in the spring he reaps in the fall. In the spring he sows 
$8-per-bushel soybeans. Therefore, in the fall he will reap $8-per-bushel 
soybeans.

 6. World-renowned physicist Stephen Hawking claims that black holes do not 
gobble up everything that falls into them without leaving a trace, but that 
something is always left  behind. Given Hawking’s stature as a scientist and the 
many years he has worked on this problem, we should conclude that this is 
indeed the case.

 ★7. Emily has bought over 100 tickets on the weekly state lottery, and she has 
never won anything. Th erefore, the likelihood increases every week that she 
will win something if she continues to buy tickets.

 8. Johnny, of course I deserve the use of your bicycle for the aft ernoon. Aft er all, 
I’m sure you wouldn’t want your mother to fi nd out that you played hooky 
today.

 9. Practically everyone downloads music free of charge from the Internet these 
days. Th erefore, you should have no qualms about doing this yourself.

 ★10. Ellen Quinn has argued that logic is not the most important thing in life. 
Apparently Ellen advocates irrationality. It has taken two million years for 
the human race to achieve the position that it has, and Ellen would throw the 
whole thing into the garbage. What utter nonsense!

 11. When water is poured on the top of a pile of rocks, it always trickles down to 
the rocks on the bottom. Similarly, when rich people make lots of money, we 
can expect this money to trickle down to the poor.

 12. Extensive laboratory tests have failed to prove any deleterious side eff ects of 
the new painkiller lexaprine. We conclude that lexaprine is safe for human 
consumption.

 ★13. Environmentalists accuse us of blocking the plan to convert Antarctica into 
a world park. In fact, nothing could be further from the truth. Antarctica is a 
huge continent teeming with life. It is the home of millions of penguins, seals, 
sea birds, and sea lions. Also, great schools of fi nfi sh and whales inhabit its 
coastal waters.

 14. Media host Howard Stern claims that leaders of the religious right are nothing 
but a pack of racketeers bent on destroying every vestige of free speech, and 
he gives numerous reasons to support this claim. But Stern is just a vulgar, 
smut-mouthed freak who will say anything for shock value. Nobody should 
listen to this nonsense.

 15. Th e operation of a camera is similar in many ways to the operation of an 
eye. If you are to see anything in a darkened room, the pupils of your eyes 
must first dilate. Accordingly, if you are to take a photograph (without 
fl ash) in a darkened room, the aperture of the camera lens must fi rst be 
increased.
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 ★16. Certainly Miss Malone will be a capable and effi  cient manager. She has a great 
fi gure, a gorgeous face, and tremendous poise and she dresses very fashionably.

 17. James Dobson, director of Focus on the Family, says that men have the divine 
obligation to lead their families, and women have the divine obligation to sub-
mit to their husband’s authority. Given Dobson’s apparent ability to receive 
messages from God, we must conclude that this statement is absolutely true.

 18. Dear Internal Revenue Service: I received a notice that my taxes are being 
audited for last year. But you have no right to do this. Th e deadline for fi ling 
a return was April 15, and I fi led my tax return on April 12—a full three days 
before the deadline.

 ★19. To prevent dangerous weapons from being carried aboard airliners, those 
seeking to board must pass through a magnetometer and submit to a possible 
pat-down search. Th erefore, to prevent alcohol and drugs from being carried 
into rock concerts, those entering should submit to similar search procedures.

 20. Mr. Flemming’s arguments against the rent control initiative on the September 
ballot should be taken with a grain of salt. As a landlord he would naturally be 
expected to oppose the initiative.

 21. India is suff ering a serious drought, thousands of children are dying of starva-
tion in their mothers’ arms, and homeless beggars line the streets of the major 
cities. Surely we must give these poor downtrodden people the chance of bet-
tering their condition in America, the land of wealth and opportunity.

 ★22. Members of the jury, you have heard Shirley Gaines testify that the defendant 
did not off er to perform acts of prostitution for the undercover police offi  cer. 
But Gaines is a known prostitute herself and a close friend of the defendant. 
Also, only a year ago she was convicted of twelve counts of perjury. Th erefore, 
you should certainly discount Gaines’s testimony.

 23. It is ridiculous to hear that man from Peru complaining about America’s pov-
erty. Peru has twice as much poverty as America has ever had.

 24. Angela complains that the problems on the algebra test were too hard. But 
have you ever seen the way Angela fl irts with that good-looking quarterback 
on the football team? She’s constantly batting those long, black eyelashes at 
him, and her tight-fi tting sweaters leave nothing to the imagination. Angela 
should pay more attention to her studies.

 ★25. Nobody has ever proved that immoral behavior by elected officials erodes 
public morality. Th erefore, we must conclude that such behavior does not 
erode public morality.

 26. Freedom of speech is guaranteed by the First Amendment. Th erefore, your 
friend was acting within his rights when he shouted “Fire! Fire!” in that 
crowded theater, even though it was only a joke.

 27. No one, on encountering a watch lying on a forest trail, would expect that it 
had simply appeared there without having been made by someone. For the 
same reason, no one should expect that the universe simply appeared without 
having been made by some being.
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