
Islam
The Basics II



Goals
• 5 Pillars of Islam

• 4 Social Effects of Islam on Arabic Society

• Islam Splits
• Sunni
• Shi’ite

• Other Terms:
• Shahadah
• Ramadan
• Jihad
• Caliph (Successor)



Recap
• Background

• Abraham

• Story of Muhammad

• M’s Hijra – “Migration”



Recap
• The Koran

• 3 Powers of the Koran
• Language
• Doctrine
• Directness

• Concepts of Islam
• God
• Creation
• Self
• Souls & Judgment Day



4 Stages of 
Revelation
• Smith: To understand the 5 

Pillars of Islam, we must 
understand the 4 stages of 
revelation.



1. Abraham’s 
Monotheism
• There is but one God.
• This is the beginning of Islam.



2. Moses Ten 
Commandments
• God’s law is for Man is revealed.



3. Jesus’ Golden Rule
• Do unto others as you would do unto 

yourself.



What now?
So, we should follow the 
Golden Rule. 

• Q: How should we act?
• Q2: How should we treat 

others?



4. The 5 
Pillars of 
Islam
• There are 5 practices 

authorized by the 
Koran.

• Many practices that are 
forbidden…let’s start 
there.



What NOT to 
Do:
• Gamble
• Lie/Steal
• Eat Pork
• Drink Alcohol
• Sexual Promiscuity
• Etc.



5 Pillars of 
Islam
• (1) Shahadah (Confession)

• (2) Canonical Prayer

• (3) Charity

• (4) Ramadan

• (5) Pilgrimage to Mecca



1. Shahada 
(Confession)
• “There is no God but God, 

and Muhammad is His 
Prophet.”

• At least once in life, a 
Muslim must say the 
Shahadah slowly and 
thoughtfully.



2. Canonical 
Prayer
• Moses asks M to 

negotiate with God.

• 5 times a day, originally 
facing Jerusalem.

• Now facing Mecca.



3. Charity
• Treating inequality with 

higher taxes on the 
wealthy.

• Money goes back to most 
needy and those getting 
out of debt.

• Zakat: Tithing



4. Ramadan
• Holy Month in Islam

• Pays respect to 
Muhammad’s Revelations 
and Hijrah (migration) from 
Mecca

• Does not occur on the same 
month of each year.

• Fasting from sunrise to 
sunset for 29 days.



Why Fast?
• Builds discipline

• Reveals dependence on God

• Builds love for one another

• Hard to ignore a hungry 
person when you’ve fasted 
for 29 days a year.



5. Pilgrimage to Mecca
• Once in a lifetime, a Muslim must travel to Mecca and visit the 

Ka’ba.

• Demonstrates devotion and builds loyalty among the global 
community of followers.



Islam’s Social 
Effects
• (1) Economics

• (2) Status of Women

• (3) Race Relations

• (4) Use of Force



1. Economics

• Banned Primogeniture: 
Oldest Son no longer 
inherits all wealth.

• No-interest loans: 
Lender becomes 
partner with borrower.



2. Status of 
Women
Much criticism…but:
• Koran bans infanticide (many 

baby girls murdered at birth)

• Koran reinforces the value of 
marriage.

Polygamy?
• Allowed but many Muslims 

renounce right to other wives 
at marriage.

• Most Muslims do not have 
multiple wives.

 



3. Race 
Relations
• Remember Abraham, Hagar 

and Ishmael.

• Respect for all races and 
traditions is maintained in 
the Koran.

• Malcolm X = Epiphany at 
Mecca



4. Use of Force
Justice can require violence. 
• Jihad (Holy War): Dying in 

surrender of God will 
means entrance into 
heaven.

But…Koran includes 
protections for non-believers
• Jews, others are free to 

practice faith + tax
• “Will you then force men 

to believe when belief can 
come only from God?” (256)



In the End…

• Like original Buddhism and 
Christianity, M’s view of 
Islam is intended to 
promote peace and stability.



In the End…

• That it has led to violence may 
say more about human nature 
than about the religion itself.

• Thoughts?



Islam Splits
• M never specified who 

should succeed him.

• After M’s death, his 
descendants become 
caliphs (successor).

• Disagreement over rightful 
caliph.

• A civil war ensues.



Islam Splits: 
Sunni
Caliphs should:

(1) Be chosen by consensus.
(2) Primarily be political 

leaders.

Sunni = 87% of Muslim 
population.



Islam Splits: 
Shia
Caliphs should:

(1) Only be descendants of M 
(2) Be political and religious 

leader.

Shi’ite (Shia) = Muslim 
minority.



Islam Splits
This tension still exists today:

• The mixture of politics and 
religious disagreement has 
led to much violence and 
oppression.

• Ex. Iraq under Shi’ite 
control with Saddam 
Hussein.

• Ex2. We shall see 
similarities to Christianity.



Recap
5 Pillars of Islam
• Shahadah (Confession)
• Canonical Prayer
• Charity
• Ramadan
• Pilgrimage to Mecca

4 Social Effects:
• Economics
• Status of Women
• Race Relations
• Use of Force



Recap
Islam Splits
• Sunni
• Shi’ite

Other Terms:
• Shahadah
• Ramadan
• Jihad
• Caliph (Successor)



End of Islam II


